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Motivation
Institutions of higher education have an important role in the generation of high tech 

‘entrepreneurial capacity’. 
Being entrepreneurship education in Portugal an emergent phenomenon there is an urgent need 

to better understand and develop this area not only by analysing the ‘supply side’ (i.e., the 
courses taught in this field) but also the ‘demand side’, that is, the attitudes of students, future 

t ti l t t t tipotential entrepreneurs, to new venture creation.

Objectives
To understand the attitudes of portuguese higher education students to new firm creation.

International project including 7 other universities: Muenster University of Applied Sciences (Germany); University of Adelaide (Australia); Lahti University of Applied 

Sciences (Finland); University of Maribor (Slovenia); Coventry University (UK); Cracow University of Economics (Poland); Dubai Women's College (U.A.E).

Literature review
Magnitude of student entrepreneurship potential Process of entrepreneurship

Methodology
Multi-course (#29) perspective, including (5683) students enrolled in business and non-business courses from all scientific areas

(e.g., medicine, sports, and humanities). 
Some results

Source: Adapted from Wennekers and Thurik (1999), and Portela (2008: 47)
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Conclusions
Notwithstanding the reasonable entrepreneurship intents among Portuguese students enrolled in higher education, data reveal that these 
students have relatively low understanding of the entrepreneurship process, failing to understand the type of issues that an entrepreneur 

confronts when taking an idea to the market, and not possessing enough knowledge concerning the creation of business plans and 
business concepts, techniques to find out what the market wants, and how to legally finance a new business concept.


